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N E THE FOLLOWING MATERIAL WAS TELECAST AT 10:10 PM, ON 
Beleg WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21, 1962. 


HAYTHORNE AVENUE - NEW YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD 


This is the railroad crossing where ten persons have died in car-train 


accidents since June 26, 1949. One was killed on that date, another 
eritically injured. On January 13, 1950, five were killed on this crossing. 
January 1, 1961, two more victims. As late as Saturday, March 10 of this 
month, a man and his wife from Plainfield were killed. There have been 
other deaths on this crossing in years prior to the 1950's, but beginning 
with June, 1919, ten have died. 

This is the East Haythorne-New York Central Crossing. It is located 
on the northernmost part of the city limits, about a quarter-mile east of 
Fruitridge. The northern half of the road is in the county, the southern 


half in the city. 
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What makes the Haythorne crossing so dangerous? Are flasher lights 
the answer? How much would they cost? those responsibility is it to 
install the lights? 

At the Haythorne crossing, there are two tracks. From either side, 
you drive up and over those tracks. If you stop at the crossing, then 
drive across at normal rate, it requires about five seconds. There is a 
red stop sign on each side of the tracks installed by the county. There 
is one railroad crossing marker. There are no flasher lights or crossing 
gates of any kind. The tracks slant into the road at an angle. A car 
approaching from the east has a clear view on the left. To the right, a 
motorist cannot see more than 150 yards unless he drives very close to the 
tracks. There are enough trees and brush in a fence row running parallel 
to the railroad right of way, to make vision inadequate. A motorist 
approaching from the west must have the front of his car approximately six 
feet from the tracks in order to see both directions. His vision is 
obscured by the telephone poles and cross bars which carry communication 
lines along the west side of the railroad right-of-way. These are the 
present conditions at the crossing. 

This reporter visited the Haythorne-New York Central Crossing last 
Saturday and Sunday. In one ten-minute period, ten autos crossed the track. 
Every one of these motorists violated the big red stop signs on each side of 
the crossing. They were careful in their approach, looking from side to 
side, but not one stopped. They averaged four to five seconds getting 
across. By mathematical computation, a train traveling 80 miles-per-hour is 


going 117 feet-per-second, nearly 600 feet in five seconds, 


Haythorne Ave-NY Central RR 
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WTHI contacted F. L. Coverston, Executive Assistant to the General 
Manager of the New York Central to learn the railroad's position. It 
was learned that he was a passenger on the train at the time of the March 
10th fatal accident. We asked, "How is the need for a warning device 
determined?" He answered that it depended on traffic studies, whether the 
road is state, federal, or county, visibility of crossing, and other 
localized conditions. We asked, "How does one go about getting signals 
installed?" The answer, a variety of ways. The railroad is to be contacted 
by an official who has jurisdiction of that road, It could be federal, 
state, county, or city. When the contact is made, they arrange a meeting, 
then sit down and discuss the need. How about the cost? The railroad's 
position is that the cost is negotiated between the parties. 

Since the extreme north edge of the city limits splits the middle of 
Haythorne Avenue at the crossing, we asked Mayor Ralph Tucker his position, 
He stated that he was willing to do all in his power to initiate action 
for installation of signals. He further said it was the railroad's 
responsibility, and also that the city had agreed to maintain Margaret 
Avenue if the county would maintain Haythorne. County officials confirm this. 

In further research, we learned that a school bus of the Vigo County 
School Corporation crosses Haythorne & The New York Central, twice daily, 
with several students aboard. 

We asked the Board of County Commissioners, what was their position 
on the Haythorne crossing. They said they were willing at any time to 


cooperate with all railroads in the improvement of the safety factors of 


any railroad and county road crossing in Vigo County, 


Haythorne Ave-NY Central RR 
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In summary, it is not the intention of WTHI to judge who is at fault 
in the lack of safety features at the Haythorne crossing. We do believe 
that a crossing which has claimed ten lives in 13 years deserves every 
safety precaution possible, especially when it is used by school buses and 
children. Sources which WTHI consider reliable place the cost of the 
regular railroad flasher signals at $10,000 to $11,000. With gates, $14,000. 
WTHI feels that the citizens of Vigo County have the right to expect 
immediate action from those responsible before more lives are needlessly 
lost. The city and the county have expressed willingness to cooperate with 
the railroad in any way possible. The railroad has indicated its willing- 
ness with the reservations that they be contacted by a proper official, 

In the next few days, WTHI will present the facts on another local 
crossing, one which does not have flasher signals, one where trains approach 


at 70 to 75 miles per hour, and where loaded school buses cross a total of 


fifty times each week. 
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= THE FOLLOWING MATERIAL WAS TELECAST AT 10:10 PM, ON 


FRIDAY, MARCH 30, 1962. 


DAVIS AVENUE - C., € E. I. RAILROAD 


Wednesday, March 21st, WTHI presented an editorial on the dangerous 


conditions existing at the east Haythorne-New York Central Railroad Crossing. 
It was pointed out that ten persons had died on that crossing in 13 years, 
and that WTHI believed that the citizens of Vigo County deserved the maximum 
safety precautions at the Haythorne Crossing. At the end of that editorial, 
we promised a close examination of another railroad crossing, which in our 
opinion is dangerous. 

The second crossing to which we call to your attention is Davis Avenue 
and the C. € E. I. Railroad. From this sketch we can locate the crossinge 
Go south on 25th Street to Margaret Avenue, and continue south about a mile, 
The first crossroad is Davis Avenue. Turn right, and three-tenths of a mile 
down this road is a Milwaukee branch line. Continue one-tenth of a mile, 
and here is the Davis-C. € E. I. Railroad Crossing. 

This is the approach to the crossing from the east, Visibility is good 
to the right. On the left, there are occasions when a string of cars will 
be sidetracked. When this happens, a motorist approaching from the east has 


very limited vision on a train coming from the south, 
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From the west, the visibility is excellent looking back north toward 
Terre Haute, but on the right there is a bank which makes it difficult to 
see. Trains cross here at 70 to 75 miles per hour. 

There is a rusted railroad sign nearly obscured on the northeast side 
of the crossing, and one regular, railroad crossing marker, 

Two different school buses of the Vigo County School Corporation cross 
these tracks a minimum of six times each day, with passengers. 

A running battle between the County Commissioners and the C. € E. I. 
Railroad has been going on over this crossing since 1958. The railroad 
wanted to build a second track across Davis Avenue, to be used as a side 
track. In late 1957, a Mr. I. A. Moore, Chief Engineer of the railroad in 
Danville, Illinois, submitted prints to the commissioners for the second 
track, A return letter to Mr. Moore stated in part, the following: 
"Unfortunately, this particular crossing is extremely hazardous for traffic 
approaching from the west, due to a hill which obstructs the view up to 
within a short distance from the existing track, and we feel that the 
construction of an additional track will necessarily increase the existing 
hazard, After careful consideration, we approve the proposed construction 
of the additional track to which you refer in your letter, but upon the 
express condition that the railroad company install at its sole cost and 
expense, flasher light signals, one on each side of the crossing". 

There was no reply to this letter according to the commissioners and 
their attorney, but in a few weeks the second track was built across Davis 
Avenue, 

On March 28, 1960, the commissioners turned the matter over to County 


Attorney Leonard Kincade. As per. instructions, he wrote the railroad 


Kee En A. nee A 
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saying the track was built without a permit, and unless one was secured 
immediately, the county would tear out the track. 

June 15, 1960, Kincade wrote the railroad again, saying he had been 
directed by the Commissioners that unless the railroad would install flashers 
the county would take steps to remove the tracks on July first. 

June 17th came the answer that tearing up the track would constitute 
an unlawful act, and there was no statute to the railroad's knowledge which 
would permit the county to do this. 

The County Attorney pointed to Burns! Statutes 36-717 which provides 
that any person desiring to temporarily obstruct a county highway must make 
application and file bond. The railroad replied that the statute in their 
opinion, had no application to the matter, also that the railroad did not 
consider this a dangerous crossing. 

There was an exchange of letters on cost of regular flashing signals 
which was placed at $10,000. The final letter from the County Attorney to 
the railroad ended with, "The County Commissioners will not contribute any- 
thing on electric flashers". The correspondence apparently ended there, 

Today, WTHI talked with Patrick C. Mullen, General Counsel, Law 
Department, of the Chicago & Beten Illinois Railroad in Chicago. We 
asked the railroad!s position on the Davis Avenue crossing. He said that 
without the benefit of looking up the details he felt he could not make 
specific comments about the crossing, but added that the railroad was ready 
to negotiate any crossing at any time. His remarks would tend to indicate 
to this reporter that the railroad is willing to cooperate in any case of 
this kind, but they are not willing to bear the cost alone, and in fact, 


their interpretation is, the law does not require them tos 
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WTHI has found that negotiations on the part of the railroad and the 
county, where the Davis Avenue-C.& Es I. Crossing is concerned, have broken 
down completely. Regardless of their difference, the fact remains that 
school buses are crossing a high speed, main line, a minimum of six times 
each day. There are no flashers at this crossing and visibility is 
admittedly impaired. We do not believe that a tragedy should take place 
before maximum precautions are taken. WTHI believes that the citizens of 
this county are entitled to immediate action from those responsible. The 
county has expressed willingness to cooperate in any way possible. The 
railroad has indicated its willingness with the reservations that they be 
contacted by proper authority, 

WTHI strongly urges that the C.e € E. I. Railroad and the County 
Commissioners meet in the immediate future on the Davis Avenue Crossing. 
When these negotiations take place, WTHI will report to you what is said and 


done. 
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Vigo County Public Library 


; REFSTANOR 
VO NOT CiSCULATE 
To Whom It May Concern: 
H.E.L.P. is an organization of housewives whose purpose is to 
, promote local progress. We have been involved actively in community 
affairs for eight years. Recently we reestablished our goals end 
have given Planning Top priority, 
We heartily endorse the proposed plan of the Area Plan Commission 
for a consolidated route of the Fenn Central Railroad. 


This will be of immeasurable benefit to the total community as 


@ means to facilitate traffic movement within the city, since it 
will make feasible overpasses for north-south traffic and provide the 


right of way for an east-west expressway. 
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The importance to Terre Haute of this proposed Penn Central 


route cannot be unde.estimated. Upon it hinges the "breakthrough" 


needed to solve many Terre Haute traffic problems. 


TRACK CONSOLIDATION—Aerial view EE east from above’ de Wabash h River = the autoi = the old Pennsylvania 
Railroad tracks, at right, to the New York Central tracks that will. be put into. operation Sunday. Smith-Alsop Paint and Var- 
the river Se toj Just west of Third Street, (Photo by Kadel. ) 23 


nish Company is shown at to 


¡Penn Central Rai 


By CARL JONES 

Star Staff Writer 
Consolidation of the. old Penn- 
sylvania and New York Central 
Railroad tracks will be effected 
here Sunday, according to Rob- 
ert Grimes, local trainmaster 


for Penn Central. All passenger | 


train ticket office facilities will 
also be merged into the old New 
‚York Central depot at 700 N. 7th 
St. at that time, Grimes said 
| Friday. 

Grimes said the tracks would 
actually be out of service Sun- 


day morning while the cutoff be-! 


tween the former Pennsy and 
¡New York Central tracks is 
being completed. 


He said, the new connection is 


at pe The ed runs 


in ZS Just 


TH : gief, 


WOCH eaa. ee ee E ya 
tweet! the Wabash River. and Daa Wat use“ thie 7 
Third Street. ..., ont Central tracks tro llanapo- 
SE F +: “Plis, to St. - Louis. <Bastbound 
Grimes said Penn Central’ is| trains will tise “Pennsy tracks 
now in the process of moving from. St. Louis fo Terre Haute, 
its ticket office. facilities from|then «New York Central tracks 
the old Union Station on North |from. Terre Haute ‘to Indian- 

Ninth Street to the Seventh apolis..... tex do 4 
Street depot, 


Ay 


SRL TS 


and that from|’, Under the recent “merger 


Sunday on, passenger train| Penn’ Central will discontinue 
ticket sales will be handled only | Pennsy' main line tracks‘ in the 
| city. “When: Penn’ Central offi- 


at the Seventh Street location. 


eigenen 


E Se 
ër cials- «proposed . nin at 
_York|the mátr line tracks Immediate- 


ly north of the downtown area, 
it was considered a large step 
forward in the realization of the 
‘hoped - for construction of over-, 
passes or underpasses in the 


city. 
+ + + 
L. Robert Mann, Area Plan, 
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expected to be put into operation | 


at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, and that 


eastbound Penn Central Train’ 


No. 4 would be the first to use 
the new cutoff, which will trans- 
fer all eastbound trains from the 
old New York Central tracks to 
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THE TERRE HAUTE STAR, SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 1968. 
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READY FOR SWITCHOVER—Penn Central workmen install the last leg of trackage preparatory to the link-up Sunday of the 
former Pennsylvania and New York Central Railroad tracks near First Street. The track at right will angle into the track 
at left to complete the hookup. (Photo by Kadel) wi. > qe > : 
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Continued From Page 1 


ning director, has said of the 
move, “This will open up bet- 
ter movement for the city and 
city streets. It will open up the 
expansion potential for Indiana 
State University, and it will 
greatly facilitate the develop-! 
ment of long-range plans for the}! 
railroad in the city.” 

The merger of the ticket 
office facilities brings to an end 
p"blic use of the historic Union 


TA m 
Actually the merger of the 
Pennsylvania and New York |, 
i 


“§Central depots here had been 


considered for more than 19| 
years as one of the ways to || 
eliminate some of the grade || 
crossing problems in the down-i 
town area. . G k 

In February of 1952 a report) 
of a committee of chief en-| 


jgineers of railroads serving the 


city termed such a move “neith-: 
er feasible nor justifiable, ini 
view of the cost.” The com-! 
mittee then said the cost ofi 
such a project would be be- 


Station. The Chicago and East-||tween $5,000,000 and $5,500,000.. 


ern Illinois Railroad, which a 
used the depot, ceased its pas- 


The engineers said at that time; 
such a move would not be prac- 


senger train operations through tical either from an engineer- 
‚Terre Haute on Feb. 1 of this||/ing or an operating standpoint. 


year. 

The original station was built 
in 1892-93 and served the Penn- 
sylvania and C&EI Railroads 
until March of this year when 
the offices were moved into the 
remodeled building just west of 
the old terminal. 


A TERRE HAUTE STAR, THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 1970. N 
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| : Tofaute said he will not be 
| 
| 


Table to attend the hearing, but! 


Seeks Approval HES TE ee 
] S pal and corporate groups plan- 


e e049. jning to attend the hearing and 
To Dro ) N rit to fight for maintenance of the 
railroad service. 
` : i They include Gordon P. Mac 
City Attorney George Tofaute|Dougall, chief counsel for peti- 
Wednesday said he had been|tioners to maintain railroad pas- 
notified a final hearing to deter- T samice me tet Melber 
: Public Utility Commission; the 
Be es or not the Pe Public of the State of Indiana; 
entrat passenger train, Melpuplie Utilities Commissioners 
Spirit of St. Louis, will continuelof Ohio; the City of Columbus, 
‘operation, will be conducted Fri-|Ohio; the City of Terre Haute; 
day, Jan. 23, at Philadelphia, Pa.|the Cooperative Legislative Com- 
The hearing will be before|mittee of Railroad Brothers in 
three U.S. Federal DistrietjPennsylvania and five Een 
Court Judges. individuals, that include Maur 
The “Spirit” has operated he ico. Rodrigues, J, T.MeNeal 
tween New York City and St.| ae 3 H. Smith. ` | 
Louis, Mo., for many years. |° SR S 
Hearings conducted at Chii “~ m 
cago last year before ‘federal 
courts brought about a re- 
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E. W. Peters Remembers . 


Growth of Transportation . 4 


means of transportation,” he ex-j‘‘The steepest railroad grade is ` 
plains. not in the Alps or the Rockies 
Of the horse and buggy hejor the Andes,” he says. “It is 
says, “It was restricted greatly ¡the 7,012-foot track laid by the 
by the condition of the roads Jeffersonville, Madison and In-. . 
and the fact that 35 miles a day |dianapolis' from the» banks of 
the Ohio River to the high 
plateau above.” « mae 
In ‚1836, pioneers "using hand ` 4 


$ 


tools eut/through solid rock to |. 
constructi the grade. . The firsti 
engine on the hill was a cog and | 
rack arfangement, ` "Ei 
Reuben Wells Locomotive 
But by 1868 the Reuben Wells. 
Se ren was the first engine | ose 00% 0 e Së RT za 5 
in the «world to surmount soy ; É - aw, 7 
steep a grade, 69, without the| GUESS THEIR AGES—Ernest W. Peters (left) and his broth- Er? 
er Edward are two men who can remember much about 3 


By NIKI LEE MAHONEY 
Tribune Staff Writer 
Ernest W. Peters, 409 S. Cen- 
ter St., can remember much 
of what has happened in the 
U.S., particularly in transpor- l 
tation, during the 91 years of is about the limit of endurance 
his life. He is especially fond|0f a horse.” `, 
of railroading and can trace the) The roads in rural communi- 
early history of this now trou-|ties were mud in most places, 
bled industry. d according to Peters. In low 
Peters was born in Crothers-|places, before gravel and. rock 
ville, Ind., on Dec. 4, 1879, and|roads were built, small trees 
lived his boyhood days within|Were cut and laid across the 
50 feet of the railroad tracks|road close together. The result? 
which were busy with the load-|A corduroy road. KS 
ing and shipping of cattle, hogs,| With the introduction of 
logs and the products of theigravel roads and then brick, 
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use of cogs, according to Pet- 


town’s only factory. and ¿cement highways, the  dis- z 
“Our little town had many|tant travel became more com- ers. The locomotive was always transportation in the early 1900's. The picture was taken on SA 
El of gern toi of that Ake ees ae Men the We Ce Së? oa Ed’s 9th birthday in September. Ernest is 91. As a boy, Ed s 
period, eters reflects, “even ectric interurban made Its ap- e a e (1) è a S A | ei 
Hat ox teams. Ours’ was a|Pearance and took the local pas- the cars would not end up in helped load wood on the wood burning re een and ES 3 
SR town but pretty lively Senger business from the rail-[the Ohio River. spent his entire adult life in railroad service before retiring. we. 3 
| on Saturday nights, with its roads. ` “In later years standard loco- er E 
three saloons. i This was the first serious|motives equipped for the gradejscreened at the top to keep the, when this happened. Eë oe 
One Saturday night one of|threat of competition to the pas- have performed the operation,|sparks from setting fires. Near) One of the “unbelieveble SEN pad 
our younger citizens shot and|senger trains. now replaced by two diesels,”|hig house were two wooden feats” accomplished by the gr. 2 
t killed a saloon keeper, and a) But Peters explains, with the Peters said. sheds 200 feet long each. His|train crews was cutting a car 2 
fast train hit the rear of a improved roads, the diesel pow-| Peters comes from a rail-|father and his brother Ed cutlout of the middle of the train Es iu 
wagon driven by the operator|ered bus made its appearance, |róading family. Me explains that| wood and loaded it on the en-[of 25 or 30 cars “which was Era E 
of the livery stable, seriously|and between the automobile and |he, his father and four brothers gines. the usual number of cars een 5 
| injuring him.” Peters added, he (the bus the interurban faded all at one time or another held Describing the early braking|pulled,” according to Peters. Kor = 
| was (the operator of the livery|from the picture. positions on the railroad from|sfstems, Peters said there were The switch was opened and E 
stable) as was his companion,| Jn 1885 the railroad that ran|maintenance, to station agents|no air brakes or automatic|closed and the car placed in| a 
too full of hard liquor to kill [through Crothersville was the|to telegraph operators. couplers on the cars. The freight|the siding without stopping the en 
kim: Indi Jeffersonville, Madison and In-| “As a small boy my ambi- brakeman, with no brake stick |train or assistance from any- en 
ven Indiana, then, in the late|dianapolis Railroad, according |tion was to be a breakman and | iin hand, would run from car to E ne ba? um 4 
“To do this require e split- 


car over the swaying train to 

apply the brakes. second cooperation of the en- 
He also points out that back |tire crew,” Peters said. 

then the coaches were smaller Dangerous Operation 

wood stroctures heated by coal| Because it was such a dan- ; 

stoves. erous operation, this method of 
“The cars were coupled to-|separating cars was eventually | 


| 
| 18 had 

| 1800's, had many of the excit-/to Peters. At Jeffersonville, pas-|be promoted eventually to a 

| | Ko SA seen now on televi-|sengers were ferried across the|passenger conductor.” Peters 

“In pao tose ven Ohio River, as there was no|Says. 

ar une e a AS, bridge. _ His ambition was never real- 

fires rn hi h own had! Once the passengers arrivedjized. But he was a signal man 

es, which were welllin Louisville, Ky., they couldjat 20 years of age in Louisville, 


LU 
| attended. catch a horse-drawn street car la baggage master at 24 and 
| Rallroad Progress Peters had ridden on both modes|láter was ticket agent in Sey-|gether tith link and pin, and |outlawed. 
Peters’ recollection of rail-jof transportation. mour, Ind. many brakemen did not get| The last and largest steam 
their hands away soon enough. |engines capable of pulling 100 


road progress dates back to| Peters also knows of the prob-| Among the characteristics of 
1885. “Around that date thellems the railroads had with|the early trains Peters remem- 
| horse and buggy and carriage|what is believed to be the steep-|bers are the wood-burning loco- 
| and railroads were the only jest railroad grade in the world. |motives with the diamond stackla workman was compensated | Pet 


They were mashed off,” Peters | loaded gondolas of coal made 
said. He added, however, that|their apperance around 1912, 
ers said. This type of en- 


nn EEE 

L 
gine is “now a relic and uper- 
ceded by the diesel. And the; 
passenger train with its diner 
and Pullman car, unless re? 
vived, will soon become al 
memory also,” Peters says. | 


Peters credits the key to mak- 
ing railroading possible to the 
telegraph key and operator who 
could send or receive a mes- 
sage and hold a conversation 
at the same time. 


the safest means of communica- 
tion and still in use,” Peters 
»commented. 


7 The trains were operated by 
dispatchers orders, delivered to 
the train crews by the tele- 
graph operators. Peters said an 
error by the dispatcher handling 


on a single track, or failure 
of the train crew to get the 


ended in. a head-on collision. 
Peters also has recollections 


el 
ing fi 

the movement of several trains |! 
H 


“It was and is yet, I think, | 


Ges "eem 


train order message SE 
E 


of the communications systems E 


in the early 1900's, the Morse | 
Code. 4 : > pi 
¡ “Without the services of the|; 
telegraph operator, the move: |; 
ment of trains would have been |: 
impossible. As the telephone ` 
¡was still in its infancy, this was | 
[the only medium of reteiving | 
news from the outside world. ı 
Each staton had a Western 
Union wire as well as the ones! 
used for the train operation. 
The telegraph operator had 
first news of any disaster, prize 
fights, sports, baseball, floods, 
etc.” Peters explained. 

After his years with the rail- 
lowed the transporation trend | 
and was in the automobile busi- | 
ness in Terre Haute for 40 
years, staying on the job until 
he was 77 years old. 

Peters, who lives with his 
wife, Sttlla, still doesn't look 
a day over 75, despite the fact 
that he celebrated his 91st birth- 
day Friday. His mind is quick 
and has an abundance of de- 
tails of the nostalgic times 
passed which most people can 
only read abtut or see acted 
out on television. 


TH. Railroads ` 
Tri B bf 29/20 
Penn Central's | 


Move Topic at 
News Briefing 


| 

| 

| By NIKI LEE MAHONEY 
| Tribune Staff Writer 


Mavor Leland Larrison talked 
¡about the effect Penn Central! 


jRailroad’s filing for bankruptcy 
¡Sunday could have on the pro- 
Iposed 9th St. everpass during 
lhis weekly news briefing Mon- 
E morning. ! 
| Penn Central is supposed tol 
"pa 20 per cent of the estimated! 
"31 million cost of the overpass. 
¡He said that the contract “is all 
‘cleared up and ready to go.”' 
(But the bid hasn't been awarded 
[because of a 30 or 90 day wait- 
ling period. i 

The city could pay Penn Cen- 
|tral’s part but “of course we'd 
have to rob the Fruitridge Ave. 
Iproject of a little bit of money,” 
the mayor said. 

Since the change in housing 
directors from Fred Zwerner to 
Kirby Smith, the mayor said 
that those who quit have been 
replaced and “they're getting 
[their feet on the ground.” He 
‘added that he will get a com- 
plete report this weekend. 

When asked if any policemen 
or firemen were being demoted 
or fired because of reported de- 
\rogatory statements toward the 
city council, Larrison said that 
he knew of no such cases. He 
¡said that he had heard from 
‘some firemen of a few changes 
that were being made in the 
force but that he didn't think 
they were being made because 
'of any derogatory remarks. 

The mayor also said that twö 
new policemen will be appoint- 


ed to fill openings on the force. 


= LOTES ~ 
| posedly composed of all black 
firemen, and the fire chief re- 
portedly said that there was no 
integration in the Terre Haute 
| Fire Department by choice, Lar- 
i rison said. One of the reporters 
at the briefing mentioned that 
it has been sai dthe case may be 
'taken to Circuit Court. 

Larrison said that when he 
took office there was a possi- 
bility the station may be inte- 
grated but that “the powers that 
be at this fire station requested 
that it not be.” The decision to: 
integrate or not is up to the: 
chief and makes no difference to 
«him, the mayor said. 

When asked if he knew of any; 
houses of prostitution that were; 
„operating again, the mayor: said 
he has received a few reports! 
recently that there may be a 
few places “taking appoint- 
ments.” He added that in the 
past six months apartment 
house, and apartments where 
there were houses have been 
checked. However, they were 
unable to “make any convic- 
tions or arrests. He said action 
would be taken if any were dis- 
covered. 

The bankruptcy that Penn 
Central announced will prob- 
ably also be a ‘factor in the 
Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion hearing on Penn Central's 
proposal to discontinue certain 
trains, including four- passenger 
trains that serve Terre Haute. 

“It will be one of the major 

‘things in the ICC’s mind as to: 
whether they're going to leti 
them discontinue the passenger’ 
trains or keep them running,” 
the mayor said. 
_ Larrison said he doesn’t think; 
¡there will be much oppsition to| 
making efforts to annex the: 
area south of the city if it be 
comes necessary financially. It 
has been said that in the next, 
five years 90 per cent of thel 
city’s business will be in this' 
area. 

He said that “we should wait! 
and check out the possibilities | 
of having more or less a unigov | 
here rather than annexing.” 
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ne LAND MARK—Wrecking crews are busy demolishing the odl Union Station Freight 
House which has been vacant for some time, It was used to house mail and express carried 
Martin Phoio. 


in and ont of the eity for the various railroads. 


REFERED i CE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


VIGO E pas AS Vë a Ke er) 7 yn 7 N 
vide 3. i AM died 


TERATE HAUTE, HIDIAMA Community Afta 


irs $ 


"e 


LA: 


O 


Eat, Road. 
Photos o 


Attract Railroad Buffs 


f 


E 


4/2 


Old 


By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


Last year many old photographs of railroad engines, depots, and the men who 
served them as engineers, firemen, brakemen, etc., came into the Historical Mu- | 


“Nk Y . beige Fe 
AP Newsfleaturedam——.... 
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7/70, 
Trains 


seum collection. The news that they were available to enjoy and study went by | 


word of mouth from one railroad “buff” to another, and scholars came from near 


and far. It’s amazing just how many people are studying the subject of railroad | 


history, steam engines, as well as collecting railroad mamorabilia. 

The story of “Old Dutch Andy” as told by his son is well illustrated with ex- | 
cellent photographs of the Vandalia Railroad. Old Dutch Andy was born at Whea- 
ton, Illinois, on April 6, 1854, of emigrant parents from Wurtsburgh, Austria. The | 
Ospring family migrated to Teutopolis, Illinois just as the Vandalia Railroad was 


being built. 


_ Andy got a job carrying water in 1867, went firing in 1875, was promoted to | 
engineer in 1878, never had a wreck, and died at age 70 years, pulling Penn. 30 


and 31. 

His son, “Young Dutch 
Andy” was born August 7, 
1888 in Effingham, Illinois, 
went firing in 1906, was pro- 
moted to engineer in 1913, and 
quit railroading in 1921. 

In the early part of 1877, 
the management of the eastern 
railroads an- 
nounced a new 
schedule of pay 
with a reduc- 
tion of ten per 
cent in wages 
to take effect Va 
on July 1, 1877. | 
The Railroad Wu 
Brotherhoods| 
and Unions 
were just get- 
ting started 
with only a few 
lodges in exist- 
ence. They had nothing to do 
with the great railroad strike 
at Pittsburgh on June 19, 
1877, the turning point in rail- 
road relations. 

Included in this collection 
are six rare photos of the de- 
struction caused by this strike 
and a full description of what 
happened. 

The small Atlantic type en- 
gines were first to arrive on 
the Vandalia Railroad about 
1903. They were brought to 
handle the World's Fair St. 
Louis passengers. Dutch Andy 
ran Engine No. 22, Terre 
Haute to St. Louis Union 
Depot on fast time special 
against the Big Four for the 
mail contract in 1905. 

Terre Haute to St. Louis, 
start to stop, was 177 miles 
in 156 minutes, including one 
stop of five minutes at Effing- 
ham for water and oiling 
around. All trains cleared 30 
minutes. All switches were 
spiked, watchmen at every 
crossing, and only officials of 
the road and the train crew 
rode the four-car train with 
Ben McKeen’s private car on 


DOROTHY J. 
CLARK 


—— the back. 


Great crowds were at every 
station to see this fast run. 
Otto Wormley was the fire- 
man. ‘Bulletins had been 
posted informing people of this 
run for over a week and En- 
gine No. 22 was being run on 
No. 12 and No. 21 by Dutch 
Andy with this fast run in 
mind. This was the fastest 
ever made with a steam en- 
gine on the Vandalia Railroad. 

Another photo made in 1885 
shows a typical local freight 
train of those days. All Van- 
Aalia engines used cap stacks. 


all were coal burners even 
from the start, but some wood 
burners did run, until they 
could be converted. 

The photo of pioneer locomo- 
tive known as No. 41 was 
typical of the first engines tô 
run on the St. Louis, Vandalia 
& Terre Haute. The completion 
of the Eads Bridge was a big 
help to all railroads in INi- 
nois. At this time Old Dutch 
Andy was hostling at Effing- 
ham, but he was firing and 
running extra and in 1878 was 


given his first regular engine. 
E SE First Train 
ngine No. 41 was oper 
on the Vandalia Railroad ger 
pulled the first train across 
the Eads Bridge on June 9; 
1874, The photo shows Frank 
Engevine, foreman of the 
Van shops at East St. Louis 
on the platform of the coach. 
On his left is Dan Deveaux, 
car inspector. Charles Sand- 
born, engineer, is in the cab 


| window. L. M. Hough, better 
known as Senator Hough, was 
conductor, and Arthur Miller 
was brakeman. 


One phot shows all the Van- È 


dalia Railroad B. of L. E. 
taken at Terre Haute about 
1904, and another shows Van- 
dalia engineers who shipped 
out of the old round house 
at 10th and Chestnut back in 
1876. Three of the men are 
unknown. Those identified 
were Clay Taylor, John Mc- 
Keever, William Riley (mas- 
ter mechanic), William Mor- 
gan, John Buckley, George 
Irwin, Oscar Rankin. Wiliam 
Dodson, William Sherburne, 
Edward Miller, Nicholas Dod- 
son, James Cadden (machin- 
ist), John Collins, Asa Sher- 
burne, John Sachs, John Heu- 
stis, Otto Austermiller, Jacob 
Sachs, Squire Serburne, Wil- 
liam VanCleave, Charles But- 
ter (round house foreman), 
and Joseph McKinney. 

It was in June, 1886, that 
the Grover Cleveland wedding 
train special reached the Van- 
dalia Railroad at Indianap- 
olis. This engine ran from In- 
dianapolis to East St. Lauis. 
“Pat” Dailey was the engi- 
neer from Indianapolis to 
Terre Haute over the T.H.&I. 
Then “Baldie” Idler ran the 
engine from Terre Haute to 
Effingkham, over the St. La 
V. & T.H. Old Dutch Andy 
handled the same train and 
engineer from Effingham to 
the east. . 

The Vandalia Line’s Engine 
No. 2 was road class VA-3, 
built by the Pittsburgh Loco- 


motive Works in Oct., 1893. | 


In. 1905, it became Vandalia 
No. 203. It was presumably 
scrapped before the T. H. € I. 


became part of the Penn. R.R.: 


Young Dutch Andy fired En- 
gine No. 203 at Terre Haute 
in August, 1906. before she 


was scrapped here in 1908. 

Other photos include those 
of the railroad station at 
Effingham in 1907, supposed 
to have not ‘changed much 
since it was built in 1860. 
However, it was rebuilt in 
1920. There is an 1885 view of 
the roundhouse there, and 
several - different old stea 
engines. One photo shows the 
Union Station at Indianapolis 
taken on a Sunday morning 
pf 1909. Another is of the 
presidential special dressed ‘ 
up for Grover Cleveland with 
his portrait adorning the 
smoke box front. The early 
days of railroading continue 
to fascinate many. 
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Damage Ve rdict 
Against PC 


A jury in the Terre Haute Di- 
vision of Federal Court Thurs- 
day came up with a judgment 
totaling $350,000 against the 
Penn Central Transportation Co. 

It took the jury only 2% hours 
to come up with a decision at 
the conclusion of the four-day 
damage suit trial. " 

U. S. District Court Judge 
S. Hugh Dillin was on the. bench 
for the trial. . 

Gary Purple, 19, Covington, 
Ind., was awarded $200,000 and 
Phyllis Carter, 16, Veedersburg, 
Ind., was awarded $150,000. 

A companion suit filed by the 
Williamsport, Ind., guardians of 
the two juveniles, had asked for 
$1.5 million damages from the 
railroad and the General Elec- 
tric Corp., for the damage} 
stemming from a train accident 
that resulted in alleged crip- 
pling injuries to the pair. The 
accident occured in October of 
1968. 

Mrs. Ban raren: the girl’s Co 
mother, was killed in the acci- MmuUnitv : 
dent when the car she was E Affairs Fite 
driving struck a derailed car 
of Peoria and Eastern Railway 
that was laying across U.S. 

Highway 136 east of Covington. 

Judge Dillin granted a defense 

motion Wednesday for a direct- 


ed verdict, thereby dismissing TTT 

the action against GE. The DO Car 
Penn Central is the parent OT ef 
company of the railroad line CIR -ULATE 
involved. 


The crash allegedly occured| 
when the train jumped the 
tracks in a derailment, alleged- 
ly caused by a car carrying a 
GE transformer. 

Judge Dillin heard testimony 
the first three days of the trial 
by the plaintiffs’ attorneys be- 
fore giving the directed verdict. 
Thursday the railroad present- 
ed’its case and the judge gave 
the jury its instructions Thurs- 
day afternoon. 

Appearing on behalf of the 
Penn Central was Attorney Jer- 
die D. Lewis. General Electric 
was represented by James 
Crawford and Ernest J. Zwer- 
ner, of the Cox, Zwerner, Gam- 
pill and Sullivan law firm. 

The plaintiff was represented 
by Hansford C. Mann, of Mann, 
Mann, Chaney, Johnson and 
Hicks, of Terre Haute, and the 
Covington law firm of Wallace, 
Wallace and, Campbell. 


VIGO ART 29 peme pa y [BRARY 


UVURLY ¿ocio Gand 


YERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


TH. Eoilreod/z 


Penn Central 
p Ta 011/70 


assengers 
Still Run Here 


A federal judge in Pittsburgh 
¡Wednesday restrained the fi- 
nancially troubled Penn Central 
Railroad from discontinuing 14 
Passenger trains, including two 
that pass through Terre Haute, 
setting aside an Interstate Com- 
merce Commission ruling. 

If U.S. District Judge Wallace | 
‚S. Gourley had not issued the 
order at 9:07 p.m. Wednesday, 
trains 13 and 32 would not have 
passed through Terre Haute 
today. The trains run between 
Pittsburgh and St. Louis. Due to 
the order, the trains will run as 
usual until a final court deter- 
mination is made. ‚Kommunitv Affairs Fite 

Two other Penn Central trains 
that pass through Terre Haute, 
trains 4 and 31, are operating 
normally between New York 
and St. Louis. Both trains have 
the same name, “The Spirit of 


St. Louis.” 

Gourley said he would ie REPENSAR 
mend empaneling a three judges BE A 
to make fin a l determination in DONOT GIRCULA Ia 
the matter. q 


The order was issued as the 
request of public utility commis- 
sions, or their equivalents, in 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, 
Michigan and Indiana; the 
United Transportation Union; 
the Association of Railroad Pas- 
sengers and nine major cities. 

Earlier Wednesday, the ICC 
gave Penn Central permission to 
halt the 14 trains, but denied 
discontinuance requests on 20 
other passenger lines. 

The railroad asked for the dis- 
continuances last March, citing 
dechining numbers of customers e 
and financial losses. In its rul- AN 
ing, the ICC said the 14 trains 
allowed to be discontinued 


served an estimated 42,250 pas- £ 
sengers yearly at an annwal loss © 
in excess of $2 million. i 
Judge Gourley said the final > 
decision on whether a three- r 
judge panel will review the ICC E 
ruling is in the hands of Chief E 
Judge William Hastie of the 3rd E 
U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals, Fem: 
Gourley denied a request by a, 
Penn Central Attorney Donald Eon 
A. Brinkworth to issue a bond Edy $- 
to insure against losses by the ës a 
railroad as a result of the con- =p if 
tinuances. SC > 
The 14 trains operate between Ti 
Pittsburgh and St, Louis; Chi- E 
cago and New York; Columbus, o 
Ohio, and Cincinnati; Harris- Los 
burg, Pa., and Washington, FS 


D. C.; Buffalo, N. Y., and Chi- 
cago and Cleveland and Indian- 
apolis. 

. ee 


Penn C enfral Is 
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By NIKI LEE MAHONEY inancially troubled because of 
N the injunction holding the col- 


Tribune Staff Writer lection of county property tax- 

The Penn Central Railroad, es. The city will also lose 
which recently declared bank-/$80,000 in state contributed tax- 
ruptcy, has been granted an|es because of the decrease in 
indefinite deferment on pay-|Population shown in the latest 
ment of its taxes due to agen-¡“ensus, Larrison said. 
cies in 34 states and the Dis-| Another stipulation under 
trict of Columbia, including the|_ 3 
city of Terre Haute and Vigo 
County. ii: 

As a large property owner, 
Penn Central’s lack of payment 
of taxes would affeet "the city 
financially, Mayor Leland Lar- 
rison said. Its assessed city 
property taxes amount to 
385,805 yearly. 

U.S. District Court Judge; 
John P. Fullam made the ruling 
Monday in Philadelphia and 
said that the court-appointed 
trustees could pay taxes to any 
agency which shows withhold- 
ing of the funds would result 
In curtailment of essential serv- 
ices. 

- Mayor Larrison said that he 
has been told previously the 
railroad would not be abie to 
pay its taxes and that it would 
be difficult to prove essential 
services would be curtailed. 

“Essential services mean 


e EE E DA CET TA AAA EE" AA TTT 


such thinge as the fire and 
police departments, and these 
would not be affected.” How. 
ever,” the mayor added, “other: 
things like repairing streets and 
construction may suffer.” 
Terre Haute 


is already fi- 


ranted 


Tax Paythents Deferment ` 


which the railroad would be re- 
quired to pay its taxes would 
be if they equal or exceed 15% 
of the governing body's budget. 
This does not pertain to Terre 
Haute, Larrison said, even 
though it is a substantial| 
amount of money. 

Vigo County Treasurer Bern-| 
jard Sweeney said, however, 
that services would be curtailed 
if the taxes were not paid. 

“This is money that would 
have to be garnered from some 
other source.” he said. l.arzer 
taxes for other property ‘ax 
payers would be one undesirable 
solution. 

Sweeney added, “I have had 
no correspondence from them 
¡that they do not intend to pay 
¡their taxes. I wrote them a letter 
¡with the tax assessment” ap- 
!proximately $225,000, “saying 
that if they did not pav it by a 
¡certain date they would be 
penalized.” 

After that date passed and if 
the taxes had not been received, 
Sweeney said, “I told them their 
‘property would be sold, just like! 
that of anyone else whe is de- 
linquent in his tax payment.” 

The State Tax Board has al-' 
ready given the railroad a re- 
duction in its tax rate, Sweeney 
said. 

The treasurer said he does not 
think it is fair for other tax 
pavers and agencies to have to 
[suffer from what may have been 
la case of mismanagement by the 
¡Penn Central Railroad. 
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Continued From Page 1 


members had been ordered back (4 
Mto work. 
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Idles 600 Here 


Approximately 600 railvoad/and freight ards e 
iworkers in the Terre Haute area | UTU’s Se of the. Se S ke 
os A the one-day national been ended. 

¡rail strike, were expected to bel The 600 railroad employe 
‘back on their jobs about eight|locally had joined with 200.600 
hours after officials of thelothers across the country at 
¡¡Brotherhood of Railway and Air-112:01 a.m. Thursday in walking 


line Clerks received official noti-laway from their j i 
fication of the strike’s end. up N eket lles, de ne ` 


| 
Bama the strikon 4 Bob Richards, manager of the | 
red Hall, a local officer of} The four railroads lo . [| Visqueen division of the Ethyl- 
¡[the BRAC, said he received|fected by the strike a de ‘|Visqueen Corp., said his firm |} 
¡[notice at 9:30 p.m. Thursday to|Penn Central, the Milwaukee; | 


+++ 

He predicted it would take ap- 
fiproximately eight hours to get 
the members back on the jobs. 

Meanwhile, some industries in 
the city had taken counter Le 
measures in the event the strike f% 
had been an extensive one, with |; 

stockpiling of materials being 
the rule. 


i {had between 10 and 14 days’! 
; have the men start reporting | Louisville and Nashville (L&N), || materials on hand. | 
| back to work. and the Chicago and Eastern IL. “| Warren Bogue, of Anaconda | 
(ed L. Dennis, the leader of |linois (C&EI). áj Aluminum Co., said his com- M 
‚the union with headquarters at| Early Thursday evening at |Jpany had stockpiled raw ma- ki 
Washington, D. C., had ordered |the Central Labor Temple here, | | terials to keep the plant in op- $ 
¡his men back to work after a|Hall said he had heard “unof-|| |eration for 30 days. 
[federal judge threatened fines of /ficial” reports that the BRAC|| He said, however, if the strike © 
15200,000 a day against the had lasted for more than four E 
junion. See RR WALKOUT to six weeks, Anaconda proba- fl 
+++ ı __On Page 3, Column 3 bly would have been forced to || 
Earlier Thursday, members of [~ RE cease operations. 
the BRAC had been left to walk |, + ++ 


local picket lines alone Ze) The strike caused local mail 
i 
d 


members of the United Trans- patrons to experience difficulty É 


portation Union had been noti- ij 
ified their union was calling off! dE as,they dame a 
¡the strike. UTU members, how- | 
ever, refused to cross the BRAC) 


ilpicket lines at local terminais | 


send certain types of mail. 

An embargo was placed on fi 
"the aceptance of second, third $$ 
lor fourth class mail addressed |; 
for delivery beyond the third I 
postal zone. The action was li 
taken because of the uncertainty E 
of the rail strike. 

Postmaster Frank Miklozek & 
said postal workers were doing 8 
all that was possible Thursday D 
to keep the mail flowing Es 
smoothly. “All first dass mail Kr 
was being accepted and the fi 
embargo did not affect items $ 
given airlift service to or from ei 
military post offices overseas. 
“We will accept second, third Da 
or fourth class mail addressed E 
to areas in Indiana, Ohio and E 
Kentucky where we have mo E 
tor facilities,” Miklozek said. § 

He suggested persons use Air W 
Parcel Post, Parcel Air Lift ce be 
regular air mail to get their 
packages into embargoed areas. 
Limits on air mail packages® 
are those not exceeding 70[% 
inches in combined length andy 
girth and weighing less than kb 
70 pounds. K 

The limits on Parcel Air Lifthy 
are 60 inches and 30 pounds. E 
Domestic parcel post items ar. | 
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A RATS TY t y Lie géie? exceeding 36 inches, 60 inches Kr 
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The decision to lift the em- PA 
bargo will depend upon the out- fi 
come of the rail strike, sa'd && 
' Miklozek. : 
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Crossing ‘Action 


E Noy A 24972 
Aht BO date, “expected next; Friday the railroad had not be- 
lweek, remains to be set in algun the work. 
isuit by Penn Central against Attorneys for the Penn Cen- 
ithe City of Terre Haute re tra] Tuesday filed suit in fed- 
straining Mayor William J.lerai district court at Indian-| 
Eet from perfecting REH and Judge Noiand issued| 
threat to pave over the giantl, temporary restraining order 
jrailroad’s crossings on the peu, za uer any paving of the cross- 
¡ “Y” interchange. Ta i 
The temporary restraining] Railroad officials estimated) 
order was granted in the action|the cost of elevating the cross s- 
¡filed at 4:45 p.m. Tuesday in thelings at $36,000. | 
¡U.S. District Court at Indianapo-| + Ll 
lis where Judge James C No- . 
land reportedly will schedule a 
hearing within 10 days. That 
nearing begins the process of 
deciding whether a permanent 
injunction should be granted or 
denied. 
Meanwhile, motorists using 
the crossings are advised to do 
so with extreme caution. While 
ithe crossing rails are reported 
lapproximately six inches below 
the road surfaces on either side. 
some holes in the rough sur- 
face go much deeper. 
As a result, the vertical dis- 
tance between the “valley” of a 
depression and the ‘‘crest’’ of 
the adjacent surfaces may be 
as much as a foot or more, 
Damage has been reported to 
both public and private vehicles 
in spite of tne fact that maas 
motorists literally creep across|| 
Vis crossings, their vehicles}! REFEREN 
pitching wildly this way andj 
that as wheels drop and rise! po not 
ifar beyond the limits usually en-|| 
countered in normal driving. 
Brighton has contended the! 
railroad should have to pay for| 
elevating the two crossings. Hej 
says the line owes the city $2 
million in back taxes and failed 
to help pay for a railroad over 
pass. | 
The railroad said that since 
the city repaved the street, it is! 
responsible for the depression | 
and should foot the bill The 
railroad has offered to do the 
work, so long as the city pays 
for it. 
Finally, Brighton threatened 
. to provide a smooth sur! 
face (concrete or asphalt)...” 
D ` H 
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Sollen Chase Penh Ceri on | 
Train to Arrest Conductor | 


| History records a number oflstreet at a railroad crossing Eor! 
‚old motion picture scenes injan unreasonable length of time. 
iwhich a car chased a train. The conductor, Max W. Allen, 
it now records a real-life local 45, Indianapolis. is slated to ap- 
report of a similar nature, re-|pear in City Court Dec. 22, ac-| 
lated to the arrest of a Penn|cording to police reports. 
Central railroad condustor| One of the arresting officers. 
charged with blocking a city Sgt. Bud Germaine. said he at-| 
tempted first to make the arrest 
at the Plum Street crossing of 
the Penn Central Railroad, after' 
motorists complained that the 
crossing had been blocked for 
about 20 minutes. 


A city ordinance prohibits a 
train from blocking a given 
crossing for more than five 
minutes. 
Sgt. Germaine reported, how- 
ever, that Allen began moving 
the train out when he attempted 
to arrest him and then Allen 
jumped onto the moving 
caboose, 
Germaine had polire head- 
quarters notify yard officers to 
GW the train as it proceded x 
northward, and the arrest was) zc? = 
made as the train caboosel Commönlty Affalrs Fi 
came to a stop just north of the] 
Maple Avenue crossing. 
The conductor complained 
that he could not stop the train 
because it belonged to the 


Baltimore and Ohio, which is DN 
using the Penn Central tracks. REFERFNCE a 
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| 
| History records a number of 
lold motion picture scenes in 
iwhich a car chased a train. 


It now records a real-life local 
[report of a similar nature, re- 
lated to the arrest of a Penn 
Central railroad conduoater 
charged with blocking a city 


isweet at a railroad crossing for 
an unreasonable length of time.) 

The conductor, Max W. Allen. 
i45, Indianapolis, is slated to ap- 
pear in City Court Dec. 22, ac 
cording to police reports. 

One of the arresting officers, 
Sgt. Bud Germaine, said he at-| 
tempted first to make the arrest! 
at the Plum Street crossing of 
the Penn Central Railroad, after 
motorists complained that the 
crossing had been blocked for 
about 20 minutes. 


j A city ordinance prohibits a 
‚train from blocking a given 
crossing for more than fivej 
minutes. ` | 

Sgt. Germaine reported, how- 
ever. that Allen began moving 
the train out when he attempted 
to arrest him and then Allen 
jumped onto the moving 
caboose. 

Germaine had police head 
WE notify yard officers to 
stop the train as it proceded 
northward. and the arrest was 
made as the train caboose! 
came to a stop just north of the, 
Maple Avenue crossing. j 


The conductor complained 
that he could not stop the train, 
because it belonged to the 
Baltimore and Ohio, which is 
[using the Penn Central tracks. 
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By ki A, HUGHES ' 
` Tribune Stafi Writer 


An appeal for citizen support¡conference 


in the matter of the rough rail- 
road crossings on the “y? inter- 
change was issued by Mayor 
William J. Brighton as he de- 
‚clared: : 

i ` \ 
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| The mayor 
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Well 
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“We can't wait several years 
for court action to resolve il.” 
spoke al a press! 
Thursday aflernoon| 
when he had returned from aj 
federal court hearing m Indian ` 
apolis where a temporary ini 
junction was handed down: sup? 
planting an earlier restraining 
order barring him from “. 


¡trying to patch, maintain or cor- 


Irect the crossing in any way.” 

Mayor Brighton’s request for 
¡help from the citizenry came | 
durmg questions concerning the | 


¡by the city to counter the in- 
junclion action brought last 
month by Penn Central after: 
the mayor threatened to: pave! 
over the crossing areas if the’ 
railroad didn’t correct them. 
Brighton said it will take sev- 
eral days to interpret all the 


by U. S. District Judge James! 
E. Noland, adding: 

“But if it carries the same re- | 
istraints as the restraining order 
‘which has been in effect since 
the railroad filed suit, tnen l am 
prohibited from trying to patch, 
mainiain or correct ihe crossing 
In any way.” He said he couidn’t, 
even order crossing pits filled 
with gravel. 

Concerning a 
{Brighton said: 
| “That could drag on for years. 
¡We don' have the time.” 

Then, the mayor suggested 
bring; 


counter-suit, 


‚that public opinion mighu 


Ipoint, saying: 

“It’s lime the citizens them- 
selves took some kind of action 
‘on their own, even if it is no: 
"more than writing letters to the 


| Continued On Page 7, Col. 4. | 
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possibility of a civil suit filed | 


ramifications or the neworder. | 


|more progross than threats and | 
court action have seen to this! 


Continued From Page One. 


Penn Central Railroad, showing 
their displeasure with the way; 
the railroad is handling the 


problem here. That would be a 
«tremendous asset to the city’s 
attempt to arrive at what I 
think is economically just and 
“equitable for all parties con- 
cerned.” | 

In the meantime, the practical 
effect of negotiations and court 
action thus far, without some 
new approach, attilude or ac- 
tion, ‘ . are very simple,” the! 
mavor said, declaring: 

“When they (Penn Central) 
get ready they will do something 
about their railroad crossing. 
When that will be, I have no! 
idea, but if. and when they do, 
as it now stands, the property 
*taxpayers in this community are 
going to foot the bill. 

“It has been my contention all 
‚along that this is not the way it 
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should be. They should pav their 
own way like the rcst of the tax- 
payers in the community without 
burdening the little man any 
further,” 
Concerning 


earlier aspects, | 


¡Brighion had asserted: 


“The federal government is 
forcing the support and opera- 
tion of the Penn Central Rail- 
road upon the public and taxpay- 
ers of not only Terre Haute, but 
of the entire country.” 

The mayor reierred to the 
glam transportation corpora- 
tion’s bankrupicy status as well 
as the injunction suit as he re- 
ported that the company is pro- 
tected by a federal court order: 
which says no one can enforce: 
collection of debts from the com- 
pany. However, debts owed to 
the company must be paid and 
will be enforced by the federal 


e 


‚courts, he added. 


Brighton then went on to de-| 
scribe the practical effects of 
these and other factors, noting! 
that damage continues to ve- 
bieles in the heavy traffic on 
ihe “Y” crossings. Police re- 
ports indicate several persona! 


THE TRIBUNE, TERRE HAUTE, 
ee — 


linjuries and damage 
{rom minor to total loss in a 
'aumber of complaints involving 
emergency vehicles as well as 
private autos. 

Mayor Brighton, noting that 
the new federal court order was 
under study by the city attor- 
ney, reported: 

"As I've already said, if the 
injunction contains the same 
restrictions as the restraining 

der, we won't be able to touch 
ee VO no! crossing. 

uber not even be abie to 
vel in the holes if the 
injunction carries 
the same restrictions as the re- 
straining order.” 
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